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Duration: 15 weeks, 2 hours per week (30 hours in total)
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Conditions of Enrolment: Completed undergraduate study in any discipline of the social sciences or the humanities (e.g. Philosophy, Psychology, Sociology, Communication Science); English proficiency

Teaching Methods: Lectures with power-point presentations and handouts; short student presentations of selected issues; individual consultations
Learning Outcomes: As the main theoretical outcomes of the course the students will be able to: 
(1) identify and classify cases of self-deception, (2) explicate their logical structure, (3) form hypotheses concerning their causal mechanisms on various levels (evolutionary, psychological, neuro-physiological), and (4) appraise the moral and social implications of the phenomenon. As the main practical outcomes of the course the students will be able to (5) improve their general skills of analytic thinking and writing, and (6) apply recent scientific findings to their understanding of mental and social phenomena.
Summary:
In the introductory part of the course some standard examples of self-deception, both among animals and humans, will be considered in order to point out the paradoxical character of the phenomenon and to show why the attempts at finding a universally applicable definition thereof have been doomed to fail. A special emphasis will be given to the puzzling question whether self-deception is necessarily an intentional activity. In the following, the same set of examples will be used to elucidate the logical structure of self-deception and to look into its causal mechanisms on various levels (evolutionary, psychological, neuro-physiological). In the third part of the course, various forms of collective self-deception will be discussed, together with its moral and social implications. In the concluding part of the course, the possibility for counteracting self-deception will be considered. 
Topics:
Week 1: 
Introduction; standard examples of SD
Week 2: 
Paradoxical nature of SD; definition problems
Week 3: 
Logical Structure of SD
Week 4: 
Various forms of SD among animals and humans
Week 5: 
Evolutionary mechanisms of SD
Week 6: 
Psychological mechanisms of SD
Week 7: 
Neuro-physiological mechanisms of SD
Week 8: 
Social and ethical dimension of SD
Week 9: 
Collective SD: religious beliefs
Week 10: 
Collective SD: historical narratives and political beliefs
Week 11: 
Collective SD: social sciences
Week 13: 
SD and moral responsibility
Week 14: 
Counteracting SD
Elements of Student Grading:

(a) regular attendance (max. 4 missed classes)
10 %

(b) activity in class 
(participation in readings & discussions)
 10%

(c) student’s presentations on selected topics
(30 minutes, power point & handouts) 
20%

(d) written exam





40%

(e) oral exam






20%

Quality Assurance: Individual consultations and student evaluation questionnaire at the end of semester
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· Mele, A., Self-Deception Unmasked, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2001.

· Deweese-Boyd, I., “Self-Deception”, in: E. N. Zalta (ed.) The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 2012, http://plato.stanford.edu/archives/spr2012/entries/self-deception/ .
OPTIONAL
· Barnes, A., Seeing through Self-Deception, New York: Cambridge University Press, 1997.

· Davidson, D., “Deception and Division”, in: J. Elster (ed.) The Multiple Self, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985: 79–92.

· Elster, J., (ed.) The Multiple Self, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, Introduction, 1986: 1–34.
· Gilovich, T., How We Know What Isn’t So: The Fallibility of Human Reason in Everyday Life, The Free Press, New York & Toronto, 1991.

· Johnston, M., 1988, “Self-Deception and the Nature of Mind”, in: C. McDonald and G. McDonald (eds.) Philosophy of Psychology: Debates on Psychological Explanation, Oxford and Cambridge (USA): Blackwell.

· Kirsch, J.,“Ethics and Self-Deception”, in: J. Fieser, and B. Dowden (eds.) Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 2012, http://www.iep.utm.edu/eth-self/ .
· Levy, N.,“Self-Deception and Moral Responsibility”, Ratio (new series), 17 (2004): 294–311.

· Räikkä, J.,“Self-Deception and Religious Beliefs”, Heythrop Journal, 48 (2007): 513–526.

· Robinson, R. C., “An Evolutionary Explanation of Self-Deception”, Falsafeh, 35 (2007).

· Trivers, R.,“The Elements of a Scientific Theory of Self-Deception,” in: D. LeCroy and P. Moller (eds.) Evolutionary Perspectives on Human Reproductive Behavior, Annals of the New York Academy of Sciences, 907 (2000): 114–131.
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